Hitting the Curve: Committing to Lead Others to Faith in Christ

Acts 1:4-14
Hitting the curve means doing what is difficult.  It may require getting out of our comfort zone or changing.  If you are expecting the fastball and you get the curve, you either change or go sit on the bench.  The disciples were going to experience some incredible changes in their lives, but God was preparing them.  God has commanded us to reach the world, but it is an impossible task on our own.  Here’s what God challenges us to do.       
I. Prepare Yourself by Being Obedient to Christ’s Commands.


1:4 He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
II. Avoid Getting Sidetracked by Other Things.


1:6 Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time? 
III. Remember that God Empowers You to do What You Cannot Do.

1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you
Challenges:
   1. Witness to at least one person/use Engage/Invite 5

   2. Go on a Mission Trip

   3. Increase Missions Giving

Πоιηταί Λόγου
(Doers of the Word)
Monday Reflect upon your obedience to Christ.  Over the last several weeks, we have focused a lot of attention to the ideas of obedience and surrender.  Evaluate your life again this week.  What part of your life is not surrendered to Christ?  Where do you walk the line of obedience and rebellion?  Make the commitment to be fully obedient to Christ.  Read Romans 12:1-2.
Tuesday Obedience is not just a general charge of trying to be a good person.  Obedience is directly connected to God’s Word.  We find the commands of Christ and the words that offer specific challenges to us.  We are to make disciples, to be filled with the Spirit, and to love one another.  Take the challenge today to be a student of God’s Word so that you can apply the commands of His Word to your life.  Read Hebrews 4:12-13.
Wednesday If we see God start growing our church, it will mean that our church will change.  The primary reason that churches don’t grow is we don’t want the church to grow, or we won’t pay the price for the church to grow.  Growth is difficult.  It is painful.  It makes things change.  Here’s the question: Do you want to see PMBC grow and are you willing to pay the price to see it happen?  If so, take the challenge today to be focused on reaching people for Christ and not to maintaining the status quo – growth messes up the status quo.  Read Acts 6:1-7.
Thursday Another topic of discussion over the last several weeks has been priorities.  To reach the world, the mission of God must be a priority.  It is easy to get sidetracked with other stuff – agendas, personal opinions, secondary issues, feelings – the list could go on and on.  What is it that sidetracks you from God’s mission?  Read again Matthew 28:16-20 and reflect upon His mission.  
Friday God empowers us to do what we cannot do.  As you think about Christ’s power, what is it that you have avoided trying because you can’t do it?  Look again at the three challenges for this week.  Accept the challenge to do these things over the next six months.  You can do them through His power.  Read Romans 15:16-21.
Saturday In applying the call to worship to our lives, worship with your family today.  Spend time enjoying God’s creation, leading your family in personal devotion, and preparing your heart in obedience.  Then let’s worship God together as a congregation.  Don’t let anything get in the way.  Thankfully, we don’t have to change our clocks again and lose an hour’s sleep!
In doing these devotions, it would be helpful for you to use a journal or notebook - a limited number of prayer notebooks are for sale for $5 at the Welcome Center.
