Secure in Christ: Studies in Hebrews

Our High Priest

Hebrews 4:14-16

Many religions provide a priest, one who is the “mediator” between a deity and human beings.  In all religions, except one, the priest or even high priest was merely a human, sinful, frail, and in need of forgiveness.  The one exception is Christ.  He is identified as our High Priest.  We have a secure salvation because He is the One Who brings us to God.  Notice what Christ does for us as our High Priest.  
I. As Our High Priest, Christ Provides Us Security through His Complete Sacrifice.


4:14 a high priest who has passed through the heavens
II. As Our High Priest, Christ Understands Our Weaknesses Because He Too Faced Temptation.


4:15 One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin
III. As Our High Priest, Christ Gives Us Confidence to Come into the Presence of God.

4:16 let us approach the throne of grace with boldness

Πоιηταί Λόγου
(Doers of the Word)
Monday When you pray, what is the foundation or authority for your prayer?  It is interesting that Brandeis University concluded that 90% of people pray, but their findings were based upon prayer journals at John Hopkins Univ. Hospital in Baltimore.  Sadly, even if those stats are true, how many people are really connecting with God?  Prayer starts through the foundation and authority of Christ.  He is our High Priest.  Pray to Him and through His name today.  Read John 14:12-17.
Tuesday Once we understand that Christ is our High Priest and that He has secured for us a complete salvation, we are admonished to “hold fast our confession.”  I don’t mean to make too much of one word, but the idea of “hold fast” is actually a phrase meaning “potential action.”  In other words, there are some, though they know what Christ has done, don’t hold fast.  The challenge is for us to choose today to grasp Christ, Who He is, and never let go.  Don’t be the kind of Christian who stands when it is convenient.  Commit today to hold fast to your confession of Christ.  Read 1 John 4:13-17.
Wednesday Are you going through anything in your life right now – temptation, trouble, or trial?  The bigger question is, “Does God really care?”  Jesus sympathizes with our weaknesses, meaning that He has empathy with our feebleness.  It is not an excuse for sin or failure, but it is realizing that Christ cares about us a lot more than we probably think.  Take your weaknesses to Christ today.  He understands.  Read 1 Peter 5:6-9.
Thursday One of the most intriguing parts of Christ’s existence as a man is that He was sinless.  He was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  There never was a time in Christ’s life that He ever did anything to violate God’s Law or to disobey Him.  While none of us would ever declare a sinlessness on our part, we certainly should strive to be like Christ.  And we can do it through the power of Christ’s Holy Spirit in us.  The more we submit to Christ’s rule in our lives, the more we become like Him.  And the good news, one day we will be exactly like Him.  Read 1 John 2:1-3.
Friday When you realize what Christ has done for you, you recognize that you possess the greatest of privileges – coming into the presence of God through prayer.  Christ provides it, and we can take full advantage of its benefits.  Don’t neglect prayer, and don’t take it for granted.  Make it a priority, imagining what it would be like if you could no longer talk to God.  Billions of people can’t.  We can, through Jesus.  Read Ephesians 6:18.
Saturday The Lord’s Day is tomorrow.  Spend time in preparation for worship.  It is too easy to allow things to get in the way, but don’t allow the cares of the world to rob you of spending time with God and His people.  Sunday is coming!
In doing these devotions, it would be helpful for you to use a journal or notebook - a limited number of prayer notebooks are for sale for $5 at the Welcome Center.
